
Unit 15
Decolonization and Problems 

in the Middle East

Social Studies – ESO-4
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Decolonization and Problems in the Middle East

• Decolonization in Asia
• Violent (Indochina, Indonesia & Malaysia)
• Non-violent (The Philippines, India, 

Ceylon...)
• Decolonization in Africa

• Egypt, Algeria, Ghana, Kenya, Rhodesia...
• Conflict in the Middle East: Palestine and the 

Origins
• After the First World War
• The Arab-Israeli Wars
• The Palestine and the PLO
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Decolonization and Problems in the Middle East

• Decolonization in Asia
• Violent

• Indochina – France - Ho chi Minh
• Indonesia – Holland - Sukarmo
• Malaysia – Malaya & singapore

• Non-violent
• The Philippines – USA 
• India, Pakistan & Bangladesh- Gandhi 
• Ceylon – Great Britain – Sri Lanka
• Burma – Great Britain
• Jordan
• Syria and Lebanon - France
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Decolonization and Problems in the Middle East

• Decolonization in Africa
• Egypt – Suez Canal – Anglo-French 

invasion
• Algeria – French 
• Ghana – Kwame Nkrumah
• Kenya – bloody conflict
• Rhodesia 

• North – Zambia
• South – Southern Rhodesia – 

Mugabe
• Belgian Congo – Zaire 
• Libya – Italy – Gadafi 
• Tunisia, Morocco, Angola and 

Mozambique
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Decolonization and Problems in the Middle East

• Conflict in the Middle East: 
Palestine and the Origins
• Romans – 63 BC
• Jewish Diaspora – 

Europe and America
• Anti-semitism
• Zionists  wanted their 

own state
• Balfour Declaration
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Decolonization and Problems in the Middle East

• After the First World War
• League of Nations mandates
• Jewish immigrants in Palestine
• Nazism – 1933 
• Arabs revolted – 1936 

• Holocaust survivors
• Israel - 29th November 1947 

• 33% Jewish
• 66% Arabs
• Jerusalem under international control
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Decolonization and Problems in the Middle East

• The Arab-Israeli Wars
• 1st – 1942-1949
• 2nd 1956
• 3rd (Six Day War) 1967

• Evolution 242 – Israel gave back 
occupied territory

• Peace accord – Anwar Sadat
• 4th War – 1973 

• Higher oil prices
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Decolonization and Problems in the Middle East

• The Palestine and the 
PLO
• Refugee camps
• The Fatah – 1957 – 

Yasser Arafat
• Palestine Liberation 

Organisation
• Intifada
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 Pictures from Banco Imágenes ITE, Wikimedia and Wikipedia.

Decolonization and Problems in the Middle East
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