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The desire for independence of the population of the colonies against a metropolis that had imposed their ways of life and culture.

Nationalist movements, inspired by different ideologies (Communists, Islamists, nationalists).

The decline of the prestige of the colonial powers that were defeated by the shaft. It ended the legend of the superiority of the white race.

The Atlantic Charter* (1941)

The Declaration of the United Nations (1946)

The Universal Human Rights Declaration (1948)

The expansion of international opinions contrary to the colonization which manifested itself with the right to self-determination* in:

The support of the decolonization of the two great powers (US and USSR), which did not have a colonial empires and had interest in weakening the old European powers

1. CAUSES OF  
DECOLONIZATION

Decolonization affected millions of people with a wide variety of cultural, religious and economic. 

The beginning of decolonization can be positioned in 1946, year in which Philippine independence from United States and Great Britain of Transjordan.

The last colonies which became independent were Hong Kong, in 1997 from Britain and Macau from Portugal in 1999. 

The decolonization process varied according to the cases. In general, it was peaceful in the case of the British colonies, on the other hand, the dissolution of the French Empire was the result of hard wars.

2. CHRONOLO-
GY AND SPACES 
THAT AFFECT
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Se inició tras la Segunda Guerra Mundial, cuando los movimientos nacionalistas se opusieron al retorno a la situación anterior

In 1947 Britain accepted the independence of India, whose leader was Gandhi

 Problems began because two parties wanted political hegemony: one of Gandhi, 
made up of Hindus and another of Jinnah seeking a Muslim State.

UNION INDIA'S, hindu majority

This State will have problems and its 
eastern part is independent in 1971, 
taking the name of Bangladesh

PAKISTAN, Muslim majoriti
Given the impossibility of 
union were two republics:

THE HINDUSTAN 
PENINSULA

The French Empire in Asia was occupied by Japan in WWII. The leader of 
the nationalist forces in Viet Nam was the Communist Ho Chi Minh, who 
proclaimed their independence in 1945. But France refused to recognize 
independence, becoming a war for 8 years (1946-1954)

In 1954, France was defeated despite the U.S. aid. The Indo-China peninsula was divided into 3 States: Laos, Cambodia and Viet Nam, which was subsequently divided into South and North.

INDO-CHINA

Indonesia is known as the Dutch Indian old its decolonization was quick in 1949.INDONESIA

2.1 - 1st STAGE: 
DECOLONIZATION 
IN ASIA

But in 1969 a coup established a dictatorship directed Colonel Gadaffi, who 
was killed in a revolution against it in 2011

In 1951, Libya proclaimed its independence from Italy, which 
his Government began with a monarchy. 

In 1956, France recognized the independence of Morocco and Tunisia
The most dramatic emancipation was Algeria, where led to a bloody war with France, which finally became independent by referendum in 1962

These independences were 
supported by the religious-
cultural movement: pan-
Arabism *, who was promot-
ing solidarity between 
countries of Arabic and 
Muslim civilization

2.2 - 2ND STAGE: 
THE DECOLO-
NIZATION IN 
AFRICA

Ranged between 1955 and 1965, when most of the British colonies (Kenya, Nigeria,...), French (Guinea, Mauritania, Madagascar,...) and Belgium 
(Congo), was proclaimed independent

But the confrontation of these new States was not simple, because after emancipation the contradictions occurred: 
indigenous elites, institutions outside the local tradition, tribal conflicts, clashes between borders, etc.

The continuity of some countries in union with the metropolis, resulted as a reaction, the emergence of an opposite movement: 
Negritude * and pan-Africanism *.

In 1975 they disappeared the Portuguese colonies (Angola and Mozambique)

In South Africa, whose independence was in 1961, the 
apartheid regime * remained until 1993, when it 
abolished discriminatory laws par wing black population. 
Their leader was Nelson Mandela

2.3 - 3RD STAGE: 
SUB-SAHARAN 
AFRICA

Jewish immigration to Palestine was intensified in the 1930s, when Jews fled Nazi persecution

Then the Jews began to oppose the British presence in Palestine, even committing terrorist attacks

One Jewish: stayed with 55% of the territory and were 33% of the population

An Arab: stayed with 45% of the land and were 66% of the population

In addition the territories were fragmented into 3 parts, because Jerusalem was under international control

In 1947 the United Nations passed a 
resolution that established the British 
withdrawal and the partition of 
Palestine in 2 States

The Arabs living in Palestine since the 8th century, after the 
IGM, the League of Nations granted the mandate on Palestine 
to Britain, who promised to promote the creation of a "Jewish 
national home in Palestine" with the Balfour Declaration* 

As a result of the war, Israel expanded its territories beyond what the UN had assigned to it and 
occupied the western part of Jerusalem and Egypt was in charge of administering the Gaza Strip

In 1956 the conflict was exacerbated when 
Egypt nationalized the Suez Canal, prompting 
the response from Israel, France and Great 
Britain, but U.N. and U.S. pressure forced them 
to withdraw.

In 1948 proclaimed the State of Israel, which 
triggered the first Arab-Israeli war, winning Israel

Israel atacó Egipto, Siria, Jordania, Gaza, Jersusalén y la Península del Sinaí. Una resolución de la ONU 
ordenó la retirada israelí de los territorios ocupados, resolución que Israel no ha cumplido todavía

En 1967 comenzó el tercer enfrentamien-
to, la Guerra de los Seis Días

Se llegó a los Acuerdos de Camp David donde Egipto 
reconocía Israel y se le devolvía a cambio la Península del Sinaí

Finalmente en 1975 llegó la Guerra del Líbano con la ofensiva 
de Israel para expulsar a los palestinos de este territorio

En 1973 una cuarta guerra árabe-israelí fue la guerra del Yom Kippur, cuando Egipto y Siria 
atacaron las posiciones israelíes, pero la ayuda estadounidense permitió que Israel recuperara el 
territorio perdido

Life in the refugee camps sparked Palestinian consciousness and 
organization of their resistance. So in 1964 was born the Organization for the 
liberation of Palestine (OLP), whose main leader was Yasser Arafat 

The PLO* initially  carried out terrorist actions against Israel, but at the end of the 1980s launched urban guerrilla warfare against the israeli army tactics

Continuous violence, UN led negotiations: Gaza-Jericho Agreement (1994), where Israel recognized Palestinian self-government. It created the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA *), which occupied the Gaza Strip, Jericho and the West Bank. Yasser Arafat was its first President, a post which he held until his death in 2004. 

In 2007 suspended economic aid to Gaza from the Western world. Israel declared Gaza "hostile 
territory", and imposes restrictions on products entering Gaza

Despite this, Israel not opened borders, which 
was condemned by the UN for denying help to 
minimum as water and petroleum supplies Gaza

This has led in 2008 to Gaza to attack Israel and 
would topple the wall between Egypt and Gaza 
to have provisions for living.

In November, 2012 with the intervention of the 
United Nations, have reached an agreement both 
countries with the intervention of us by Israel and 
Egypt by Palestinian, to take a break to the fire 
which is not known until last

In 2012 the defensive pillar operation took Israel to 
launch missiles at the Gaza border, to limit military 
Hamas organization

Currently: In January 2006 the radical Islamist 
movement Hamas won the election with 65% of 
the seats in the Palestinian Parliament

THE PALESTINIAN NATIONAL 
AUTHORITY (PNA)

Llegado a este punto, 
realizad ejercicios 
correspondientes a la 
página 203 y las 
actividades en inglés 
del PDF

2.4 -  MIDDLE EAST: A 
PENDING CONFLICT
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This has given numerous wars, both civil and with 
neighbouring countries.Most of the States retained the borders of former colonies, which were mostly artificial boundaries, that did not correspond to different peoples.

Another problem has been the lack of trained staff to deal with the Government and the Administration, prompting it to establish dictatorial States that ended with political freedoms
A FRAGIL STATES

Although they had political independence, they had no economic independence, since they maintained a strong external dependency.

It says that political colonialism has been replaced by the economic neo-colonialism *The metropolis exploited the natural resources of the colonies, but not set up industries in them, so despite the decolonization, the 
colonies were forced to continue buying products manufactured in developed countries

The metropolis not created infrastructure in these countries, so it fell into underdevelopment

Them in addition to the strong demographic growth accompanied by economic stagnation, which has resulted in the 
deterioration of the standard of living in these countries, in addition to natural disasters in these countries

ECONOMIC DEPENDENCE

Third world countries were admitted to the United Nations, but no country is a member of the Security Council, so do not participate in great decisions

They condemned colonialism and racial discrimination, recognized the need to promote economic development and 
to preserve the independence and proclaimed that no country should intervene in the internal affairs of another State

In international politics, the countries of the third world tried to stay neutral with the Bandung 
Conference * (1955), which was the origin of the movement of non-aligned countries, name 
that comes from the desire of the new States by not joining the Communist or capitalist bloc 

The countries have not fulfilled their expectations of economic development

They were not kept away from blocks, because the truth is that third world became a battle field of both powers to gain influence

And the presence of some clearly aligned in any block such as Cuba, which subtracted credibility to the movement

But this movement of non-aligned countries failed

BETWEEN THE TWO BLOCS:

Llegado a este punto, 
realizad ejercicios 
correspondientes a la 
página 205

3. THE BIRTH OF THE 
THIRD WORLD

DECOLONIZATION 
AND THE BIRTH OF 
THE THIRD WORLD 
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